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bomb, I think it would be a very solid mark of the confidence
which after some experience we are justified in feeling about the
way in which we are going to come through this war.
In the meanwhile, my right hon. Friend the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, who has to give so many halfpence and take so many
kicks, and upon whose wisdom and practical good sense those
who have been his colleagues have learned to rely—and I can
assure the House that it is no mere flattery in order to get the
money out of him—has agreed to the following arrangements, in
addition to the satisfactory provisions which have already been
made in respect of the personal injuries and immediate needs of
those smitten. At present in cases where the income of the
claimant's household does not exceed £400 a year and his resources
are limited, payments are made to cover damage to essential
household furniture up to a maximum of £50, and similar payments
are made in respect of personal clothing up to .£30, subject to
income limits of ^400 where there are dependants and £250 where
there are no dependants. It is now proposed to abolish these
upper limits of £50 and £30 respectively, so that payments for
damage to the furniture or clothing of persons of limited means
will now be made up to 100 per cent, of the damage, whatever
that amount may be. Hitherto there has been no provision to
enable workmen to replace tools which are their personal property
and the use of which is vital to their employment. It is proposed
to remedy this hardship by making provision, for payments for
these purposes, subject to the same income limits which apply
in the case of the clothing advances. Similar payments will be
made to professional people within the same limits of income.
Finally, there is the case of the small retailer who is not insured
under the Board of Trade Commodities Insurance Scheme. Here
payments up to £50 will be made within the same income limits
as for clothing and tools, in order to enable those retailers to
replace stocks essential to the continuance of trade. I may say
that in all these three cases appropriate mitigating measures will be
taken in the border-line cases lying just above the income limits.
Then there is the case of the coast towns which have been
declared to be evacuation areas for the purpose of the Defence
(Evacuated Areas) Regulations, Upon this a number of Members,
as was their duty, have made representations to the Government.
The Ministry of Health will be prepared, upon an application from
the authorities of these areas, to make advances out of Exchequer
funds to enable the authorities to meet liabilities for which
Collectable rate revenue will not suffice. -These advances will be
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